
 
 

 

 
 

Friday 9th July 2021 
Looking Ahead to September 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
With only one week of school left to go, we know that many of you are thinking ahead to September and starting to ask 
questions about what school will be like, particularly regarding the current Covid-19 control measures. We appreciate that our 
school community have been extremely patient this year in supporting us with changes such as staggered start times, class 
bubbles and email communication as an alternative to face-to-face.  
 
No one is more keen for our school to get back to normal than us! At the point of writing this letter, there has been an initial 
update from the UK government and DfE about what is expected of schools for September. We suspect that this new guidance 
could change if cases continue to rise across the summer and, as always, will endeavour to communicate this with you quickly 
and clearly. What follows in this letter is what we currently know about beginning the new academic year in September. We 
hope you will find this useful and that it answers any questions you may have.  
 
The new, updated guidance outlines the following changes for the Autumn term: 

• It is no longer necessary to keep children in consistent bubbles in school. 

• Assemblies can resume. 

• Children from different classes/bubbles are able to mix at break and lunchtimes. 

• Children under the age of 18 will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are identified as a close contact of a 
positive case/contacted by NHS Test and Trace.  

• Face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, staff or visitors in classrooms or communal areas.  

• Good hand hygiene, respiratory hygiene, appropriate cleaning regimes, ventilated spaces and the following of all Public 
Health England advice remain. 

• A Covid risk assessment, with clear control measures, continues to be a requirement of school. 

• Asymptomatic testing (also known as LFD testing) is recommended to continue twice weekly (these are readily available 
free of charge from pharmacies) 

 
Term dates: 
Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd September – Teacher training days, school closed to ALL pupils. 
Monday 6th September – School begins for all pupils from Reception-Y6. 
Wednesday 8th September – Nursery children start school. 
Friday 22nd October – Last day of Autumn term 1, pupils break up for half term.  
Monday 1st November – All pupils return to school after October half term. 
 
Senior Leadership Team: 
There are minimal changes to the Senior Leadership Team for September. We are pleased to be welcoming Mrs Kamran back as 
an additional Assistant Head Teacher. She is currently based at Birchfield School but worked at Sutton Park previously during the 
Summer term of 2020. The table below shows the members of the Senior Leadership Team and their roles. We will continue to 
be out on gate/playground duty daily if you have any queries or concerns. 
 

SLT Name: Role: 
 

Mrs Middleton Head of School 

Mrs Dunning Deputy Head Teacher 

Mrs Runacus Lead Practitioner for Inclusion 

Mrs Davin Assistant Head Teacher 

Mrs Kamran Assistant Head Teacher 

Miss Simpson Assistant Head Teacher 

Miss Akay Trust Leader for Pastoral  

 
 



  

Houses: 
Our House system has been an integral part of stabilising the behaviour first seen when we arrived at Banners Gate Primary. The 
collective responsibility and nurturing of other children was extremely successful. This year, the approach has had to be amended 
due to our Covid risk assessment, but our pupils have responded well to new, temporary incentives such as the house point 
certificates and badges.  
 
From September, classes will continue to be on House corridors and there will be increased opportunities for classes to play 
together once the bubble approach ends. This will also enable both classes in a year group to plan for shared learning 
experiences and play opportunities during the school day.   
Each House corridor, entrance and playground will remain the same in September to allow for consistency and easier transition 
for pupils. We have only been permitted to do virtual transition within school, so children have not yet seen their new classrooms 
or teachers in person. The table below shows the Houses and the classes they contain: 
 

   
 

6T – Miss Trowman (class 5A) 
2N – Mrs Newbold (Class 1D) 
4K – Miss Kyle (Class 3T) 
5A – Mrs Clarke / Miss Archer* (Class 
4H) 

5H – Miss Heath (Class 4K) 
1P – Miss Painting (Gruffalos) 
1SC – Mrs Stanley & Miss Connolly (Zogs) 
3H – Mr Hill (Class 2DN)  

4A – Mr Allen (Class 3AMB) 
2G – Miss Gorringe (Class 1SC) 
3BMB – Mrs Byrne & Mrs Msanide-
Brookes (Class 2N) 
6D – Miss Dhillon (Class 5D) 

 
*If your child is in Class 5A with Miss Archer from September, you will know that she is currently on maternity leave. Until she returns, a teacher called Mrs Clarke 
will be teaching this class. We are excited to welcome her into the Sutton Park family and she will be introducing herself to the class virtually next week.  

 
 
School Uniform: 
There are no changes to our school uniform for September.  
The compulsory uniform for Sutton Park Primary is: 

• Sutton Park Primary sweatshirt/cardigan (with SP logo, no plain sweatshirts/cardigans) 
• White polo shirt (SP logo embroidered is preferred) 
• Grey trousers/skirt/pinafore 
• Grey tights/socks  
• Black school shoes (no trainers) 

 
PE: 
Pupils should continue to come to school in their PE kits on their designated PE days. These dates will be shared by new class 
teachers in September. Pupils remain in their PE kits all day and do not need to bring uniform to change into.  
For PE, the compulsory uniform is: 

• Burgundy sports t-shirt (must have SP logo) 
• Black shorts (shorts with SP logo are available and preferred) 
• Black PE pumps/trainers for outdoors 
• Plain black tracksuits can also be worn due to children wearing their PE kits all day. 

 
Orders for uniform should be placed via: https://www.schoolwearsolutions.com/product-category/our-schools/sutton-park-
primary-school/ Unfortunately, due to the rising rates of Covid in the Birmingham area, we have been unable to host a uniform 
sales event in school as we would usually.  
 
 
Lunches: 
Our kitchen team provide delicious, nutritious hot meals every day. These are automatically free to any child in Reception, Y1 or 
Y2 as part of the universal free school meals initiative from the government. Other children may also be eligible for a free school 
meal, as part of the pupil premium free school meals offer. If you think this applies to you, please contact our school office via 
enquiry@suttonparkprimary.co.uk for more information. Dinners can be purchased at a cost of £2.25. Packed lunches are also 
permitted for all pupils who do not wish to have a hot school dinner.  
 
Snack time: 
Children are permitted to bring a healthy snack, such as fruit or a cereal bar, with them to school each day. They should also 
bring a water bottle – they have access to water freely across the school day in all year groups. This should contain water, not 
juice/squash. We do not permit sugary drinks or unhealthy snacks such as chocolate bars and crisps in school.  
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Allergies: 
At Sutton Park Primary School, we strive to provide a safe learning environment for all students. Due to some of our pupils 
suffering from nut allergies, we are a nut-free school. An allergic reaction (anaphylactic shock) can occur through ingestion of nut 
products, cross contamination and breathing nut dust in the air. 
Since this condition can be life threatening, all members of the school community are asked to help in minimising the risk to 
these children by: 

• Avoiding giving children nuts or nut products in their packed lunches 

• Avoiding giving nuts or nut products or snacks/bars containing nuts for break time snacks 

• Avoiding the bringing in of food items containing nuts for celebrations or events 

 
Arrival and Departure Procedures: 
Recent guidance suggests that we are able to return to our normal drop off and collection times from September.  
They are shown in the table below: 
 

Year group: Morning drop-off: Afternoon collection: 
 

Nursery AM Session - 8:45-11:45 PM Session: 12:15-3:15 

Reception 8:45am 3:15pm 

Y1 and Y2 8:45am 3:15pm 

Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 8:45am 3:20pm 
 
 
Friday afternoon closure: 
As explained in a letter dated Friday 18th June, school will be closing every Friday at 1pm to most pupils. A ‘Friday Club’ provision 
will be available to parents who meet the specified criteria. Places for this should be booked via 
enquiry@suttonparkprimary.co.uk. The letter regarding Friday closures and the criteria for Friday Club can be found on our 
school website in the ‘letters home’ section.  
 
 
In the event of any updated guidance, we will text parents to alert you, ensure all letters are uploaded onto the school website 
and also share relevant information via our school Twitter page.  
 
 
We hope this letter has helped to answer any questions you may have about September. We wish you all a magnificent summer! 
Stay safe, take good care and we look forward to welcoming you back in the new academic year. On behalf of the whole team at 
Sutton Park Primary, thank you for your continued support.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

                           
 
Mrs Middleton   Mrs Dunning 
Head of School   Deputy Head 
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